At my first meeting here in toastmasters, I wasn’t even a member yet, Mr. John Lee Sr. talked about passion, and he said if there was one thing we should take out from that night’s meeting, it was passion. You have to be passionate about what you do and what you talk about. And that my fellow toastmasters, is what I am going to be talking about tonight…something I am passionate about. And that is a dream of mine that I had when I was a kid and I am proud to say that I had fulfilled.
I grew up in the Philippines, a third world country. When I was younger, I was no different from the little kids and teen-agers who dreamed of going abroad in search for greener pastures. I think I was partly influenced by an aunt who was a nurse, an uncle who was an engineer and another aunt who was a Medical Technician who all went abroad. And I remember when I was a kid, every time they come home, they carry with them all these good stuff and lots of money. I associated that with success. That going abroad was the way to be successful. So, most of my growing years, this is what I dreamed of and aspired for.

At the age of 24, that dream came to a realization. A consulting company offered me a job here in the US. I got my ticket to the land of milk and honey. It was great in the beginning, I was so excited and everything was working out just the way I expected. Then, came the tech bubble, dot com collapse, 9/11, and the declining US economy in 2001. I went thru a lot of struggles and difficult times. It wasn’t that easy. But being the determined and strong person that I am, I never gave up. I continued and now I am seeing my sacrifices pay off finally. I could still say that yes I indeed fulfilled my dream. But it’s still along way journey for me. I am glad that I have been given this opportunity to realize my dreams and I will continue to pursue my goals in life. To end, I just want to quote my late father, “Never shortchange yourself when you dream. When you dream, dream big!” 
